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The same website also sets out the USFWS’s “Optional Framework to Streamline Section 7 

Consultation for the Northern Long-Eared Bat” (Framework), which provides parties with the option of 
pursuing a streamlined Section 7 consultation under the ESA under certain circumstances.  The USFWS 
provides guidance based on whether a particular project may affectthe NLEB, whether the project will 
take place inside the WNS zone, its proximity to potential and actual NLEB habitat, and whether tree 
removal will take place.   

 
If no action is required with respect to the NLEB, or if the Frameworkapplies, the FCC does not 

require additional reporting.  If, however, project-specific section 7 formal consultation is necessary, the 
FCC must initiatethat process with the USFWS.  Once formal consultation is completed, the applicant 
must submit the resulting Biological Opinion with an environmental assessment as part of its application 
to the FCC. 

 
Additional Recommended Measures for NLEB Conservation 
 
To minimize adverse effects on the NLEB, we encourage industry to follow theseUSFWS 

recommendations: 
 Conduct tree removal activities outside of the NLEB pup season (June 1-July 31) and active 

season (April 1-October 31) to minimize impacts to pups at roosts not yet identified. 
 Avoid clearing suitable spring staging and fall swarming habitat within a five-mile radius of 

known or assumed NLEB hibernacula during the staging and swarming seasons (April 1-May 15 
and August 15-November 14, respectively).4 

 Maintain dead trees and large trees when possible.  
 Use herbicides and pesticides only if unavoidable.  
 Minimize exterior lighting, opting for down-shielded, motion-sensor security lights under towers 

instead of constant illumination. 
 

Additional information on the NLEB may also be found at 
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html. 

 
For further informationon FCC obligations for NLEBprotection under the ESA, contact Joelle 

Gehring, Biologist, Federal Communications Commission, (202)270-4435, Joelle.Gehring@FCC.gov.  
 

-FCC- 
 

                                                      
4Staging and swarming habitats are the forested areas surrounding known occupied hibernacula where NLEB will 
concentrate their activities immediately after and just prior to hibernating within a cave or mine.  


