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of migratory birds collide with communications towers annually in the United States, and that most of the 
fatalities include species protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 and potentially the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973.7 Eliminating non-flashing lights on towers may reduce migratory bird 
collisions by as much as 70 percent.8 

 
With the implementation of AC 70/7460-1L, the Bureau encourages owners of existing registered 

antenna structures to eliminate the use of L-810 steady-burning side lights as soon as possible.  In 
addition to reducing migratory bird fatalities, eliminating the use of L-810 steady-burning side lights will 
reduce maintenance and energy costs for tower owners. For many communications towers, making this 
change does not require climbing the tower, and can be accomplished simply by extinguishing the steady-
burning lights. Prior to changing the lighting on an existing antenna structure, the tower owner must 
request a new No Hazard Determination under AC 70/7460-1L from the FAA, and then must file Form 
854 with the FCC to amend its antenna structure registration to reflect the new lighting. 
  

For further information contact Joelle Gehring, (202)270-4435 (voice), 
Joelle.Gehring@FCC.gov, of the Competition and Infrastructure Policy Division, Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau.  
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8Seeid. at 5-15. 


