
 
Federal 
445 12th

Washing

N

O
threatened
(WNS).On
protective
range mus
guidance, 
provides d

 
B
 
T

much of th
the southe
destructan
of bat fata
causes sta
population

 
O
 
R

that trigge
to industry
the agency
range, inc
actionsath
milarly, if
of the ESA

                
1Seehttp://w
Secretary o
2Seehttp://w
following 3
Indiana, Io
Missouri, M
Oklahoma,
Virginia, W
3See 47 C.F

PU
Communic

h St., S.W. 
gton, D.C. 2

TOW
NORTHERN

On April 2, 20
d under the En
n January 14,

e measures rel
stconsider po
the Wireless

detail on requ

Background 

The NLEB live
he eastern an
ern Yukon Te
ns, a non-nati
alities.  By inf
arvation.  As t
ns, and is con

Obligations 

Registering an
er environmen
y, and the FC
y can meet th
cluding those
http://www.fw
f a project req
A as a “design

                     
www.fws.gov/
of the Interior c

www.fws.gov/
37 States and t

owa, Kansas, K
Montana, Nebr
, Pennsylvania

Wisconsin, and

F.R. § 1.1301 e

UBL
cations Com

20554 

WER CONST
N LONG-EA

015, the northe
ndangered Sp
, 2016, the U.
lated to the N
tential effects
 Telecommun

uired and reco

es in forests a
d north centra

erritory, and e
ive white fung
fecting bat mu
the main threa
ntinuing to spr

nd licensing op
ntal obligation

CC rules accor
hese obligation
 outside of th
ws.gov/Midw
quires consult
nated non-Fe

                 
/Midwest/endan
can issue speci

/midwest/endan
the District of C

Kentucky, Loui
raska, New Ha
a, Rhode Island
d Wyoming. 

et seq. 

LIC
mmission 

TRUCTION G
RED BAT U

ern long-eare
pecies Act (ES
.S. Fish and W

NLEB.1 With t
s on the NLEB
nications Bur
ommended ste

and hibernate
al United Stat
eastern British
gus, has cause
uzzles, ears, a
at to the NLE
read througho

perations from
ns for the FC
rdingly impos
ns.3According

he WNS Zone
west/endanger
tation with US
deral entity.”

ngered/mamm
ific regulations

ngered/mamma
Columbia: Ala
siana, Maine, M

ampshire, New 
d, South Caroli

C NO

 

 
 

GUIDANCE
UNDER THE

 
ed bat (NLEB
SA), due to th
Wildlife Servi
the issuance o
B as part of th

reau of the Fe
eps for the tow

s in caves, mi
tes, Canadian
h Columbia.2

ed WNS in hi
and wings, W

EB, WNS has 
out the NLEB

m towers and
C. The FCC h
se enforceable
gly, all tower

e, must follow
ed/mammals/
SFWS, the pa
 

mals/nleb/pdf/B
s to provide for

als/nleb/pdf/W
abama, Arkansa
Maryland, Mas
Jersey, New Y
na, South Dak

OT
New

E FOR PROT
E ENDANGE

, Myotis septe
he continued 
ice (USFWS)
of this rule, to
heir environm
deral Commu
wer industry.

ines, and othe
n provinces fr
 Since 2007-2
ibernating bat

WNS disrupts t
caused signif

B range. 

d other wireles
has delegated
e duties relate
r constructio

w the USFWS
/nleb/KeyFin
arty will be co

OnlebFinal4d.
r the conservat

WNSZone.pdf.  
as, Connecticu
ssachusetts, M

York, North Ca
ota, Tennessee

TIC
ws Media Inform

Internet:

Releas

TECTION O
ERED SPECI

entrionalis) w
spread of wh

) released a fin
ower projects 
mental review
unications Co

er locations. I
om the Atlan
2008, Pseudo
ts and has res
the bats’ hibe
ficant decline

ss facilities ar
d some of thes
ed to tower co

on projects w
 process for f
al4dNLEBFe
onsulting purs

pdf.  Under se
ion of threaten

The NLEB ran
ut, Delaware, G
ichigan, Minne

arolina, North D
e, Vermont, Vir

E 
mation 202 / 418
 https://www.fc
TTY: 1-888-835

DA1
sed: April29,

OF  
IES ACT 

was listed as 
ite nose-synd
nal rulerequir
in the NLEB

w.  With this 
ommission (FC

Its range inclu
tic Ocean we

ogymnoascus 
sulted in milli
ernation and 
es in bat 

re federal acti
se responsibil
onstruction so

within the NL
federal 
edProjects.htm
suant to Secti

ction 4(d), the 
ned species. 

nge includes th
Georgia, Illinois
esota, Mississip
Dakota, Ohio, 
rginia, West 

8-0500 
cc.gov 
5-5322 

6-476 
, 2016 

drome 
ring 

B’s 

CC) 

udes 
st to 

ions 

ivities 
lities 
o that 

LEB’s 

ml.Si
ion 7 

he 
s, 
ppi, 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2

 
The same website also sets out the USFWS’s “Optional Framework to Streamline Section 7 

Consultation for the Northern Long-Eared Bat” (Framework), which provides parties with the option of 
pursuing a streamlined Section 7 consultation under the ESA under certain circumstances.  The USFWS 
provides guidance based on whether a particular project may affectthe NLEB, whether the project will 
take place inside the WNS zone, its proximity to potential and actual NLEB habitat, and whether tree 
removal will take place.   

 
If no action is required with respect to the NLEB, or if the Frameworkapplies, the FCC does not 

require additional reporting.  If, however, project-specific section 7 formal consultation is necessary, the 
FCC must initiatethat process with the USFWS.  Once formal consultation is completed, the applicant 
must submit the resulting Biological Opinion with an environmental assessment as part of its application 
to the FCC. 

 
Additional Recommended Measures for NLEB Conservation 
 
To minimize adverse effects on the NLEB, we encourage industry to follow theseUSFWS 

recommendations: 
 Conduct tree removal activities outside of the NLEB pup season (June 1-July 31) and active 

season (April 1-October 31) to minimize impacts to pups at roosts not yet identified. 
 Avoid clearing suitable spring staging and fall swarming habitat within a five-mile radius of 

known or assumed NLEB hibernacula during the staging and swarming seasons (April 1-May 15 
and August 15-November 14, respectively).4 

 Maintain dead trees and large trees when possible.  
 Use herbicides and pesticides only if unavoidable.  
 Minimize exterior lighting, opting for down-shielded, motion-sensor security lights under towers 

instead of constant illumination. 
 

Additional information on the NLEB may also be found at 
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html. 

 
For further informationon FCC obligations for NLEBprotection under the ESA, contact Joelle 

Gehring, Biologist, Federal Communications Commission, (202)270-4435, Joelle.Gehring@FCC.gov.  
 

-FCC- 
 

                                                      
4Staging and swarming habitats are the forested areas surrounding known occupied hibernacula where NLEB will 
concentrate their activities immediately after and just prior to hibernating within a cave or mine.  


